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ELEKO1. Duration:59:32.

. Martin Stig Andersen: Sleepdriver (8:05)

Bérangére Maximin: Tant que les heures passent (12:00)
Rodrigo Sigal: Friction of Things in Other Places (08:00)
Diego Garro: Systemfehler (10:17)

Meri von KleinSmid: The Observation of Curio n°19 (01:55)
Paul Clouvel: Canranc (11:47)

Paul Clouvel: Speech (07:20)

Noohwh =

Bourgesin Franceis a very importantlocationfor the art of electroacousticdOmthinking,
of course of the Bourges Competitions andthe celebratederiesof CDsfrom the
competitions;Cultures Electroniques, andalsothe seriesChrysopZeflectronique. Now
the reputationof Bourgesasa true centerof soundartis evenmorefirmly confirmed,when
Monsieur Paul Clouvel single-handedlyhascreateda recordcompanyanda sound
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venture:Elektramusic. Thefirst CD is out, and IOvgust loadedit into my CD player,while
| alsostudythe book thatClouvel alsohaspublishedalongtheselines, called
Elektramusic: electroacousticand experimental music, issuedl December2005 It is
bilingual, in FrenchandEnglish,and| do admitl amtruly impressedy thissingulareffort
on thepartof Paul Clouvel.

Initiativeslike his arewhatwe all needin theworld of arts. The mostvaluableresultsstem
from the ambitionsof enthusiastsvith a causeguyslike Clouvel with a burningdesirefor
the spreadingof the Word; in this casethe art of electroacoustics.

I hopeClouvel canfind the strengthandenergyb andmoney,too! b tokeepup thegood
work. | havenGteensucha raw-energyeffort in quite awhile in Le Monde
flectroacoustiqueHeOdike afierce Frenchfurnace!l hopehe doesnQtelf-destructE
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The backcoverof thebook

On ElektramusicOdirst CD, Paul Clouvel hascollectedan interestingbunchof sound
makers.Thefirst oneis DanishcomposeiMartin Stig Andersen Thebook that
accompanies?) this CD b oris it a separatessue?® contain® inadditionto lots of
interestingtextsb short bio®n thecomposer®n theCD. Fromthebook | learnthatMartin
Stig Andersenwasbornin 1973 inDenmark, andthat hegot a diplomain compositionat
The Royal Academyof Music in Aarhus aslate as2003. Thenostwell known of his
teachersvasBent S¢rensenwho haswritten numerouggreatcompositions! especially
enjoytheBirds and BellsCD (ECM New Series1694), with compositiondike The Bells
of Vineta, The Lady and the Lark B andpf course:Birds and Bells.
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Andersenalsob agpartof his degreeb studieclectroacousticompositionat renowned
City University of London. Heis currentlystudyingwith legendaryelectroacoustician
Denis Smalley there.Smalley completelywon my electroacoustidevotion withhis Wind
Chimes manyyearsago;a partof WergoOgreatseriesComputer Music Currents, buthe
haspublishedhimself on varioudabels,for examplethe finestelectroacoustitabel of
today:Empreintes DIGITALes .

Readmoreaboutthe manat his site: www.martinstigandersen.dk

His contributionon ElektramusicO<CD is Sleepdriver, composedt City University
London andathomein Denmark 2003 B 2004.

Track 1. Martin Stig Andersen Sleepdriver [080050@QpP03D 2004)
Masteredoy Dominque Bassal

Kicks off with a graywhoosh,spatialasa passing accidenbut soontransforminginto a
dreamscapef forgottenthoughts,jmpressionsandfearsyouOdost a long time ago, or
yesterdayb hereconfrontingyou againhavingyou dealwith yourselfuntil youOrelone:
thereOro wayaroundit, you haveto look yourselfin the eyein thesesoundssoundsthat
expresghe universalidentity of yourself,in communionWITH everyoneelseb everything
elseb andn OPPOSITIONwith everything:how canyou getthat tofunction? You
CANNOT! And that ishow newingenuitiesareshapedin painandanguishwithout mind
control!

Sleepdriver movesfast, butin a staticway, stands immobilebut in shimmeringspeedThe
contoursaresharpandimmediatelyblurredandmistified B evenperhapsmystified.

Thedronesthat echothat emergédike distantthreatsunderthe horizonanddissipate, are
palerecollectionsof deedsyou regretcrueltiesto othersentientoeings,or painyou caused
yourself,by greedandhabit. GetOUT of habits;that isonelesson taught isleepdriver.
Follow the hardestotion,the toughesichoiceb andenjoy everymillimeter of humility as
you crawl!

Martin Stig AnderserOgpieceisnOtevolutionaryor evenvery original. It follows recipes

thrown togetherin Francethirty yearsagoD butitOglonein anintelligible and consequent
way b and playit LOUD andfantasize!
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The front coverof thebook

The secondentryis providedby BZrangere Maximin (yes,got to getthoseapostrophes
right!): Tant que lesheurespassent.

Being the classicalgentlemarthat hesurelyis, Paul Clouvel omitsthe ageof Miss
Maximin , butfrom herlooks sheseemgo be somewherén hertwenties,not that itmatters
atall!

She washonethelesbornin Lyon, France, but spenther childhood intheisland of
Reunion. She weninto musicandliterature,andthentook up studiesn acousmatic
compositionwith renownedDenis Dufour, whois yet anotherof my own gurus,with
importantworks like Bocalises(which | includedin my first nationalSwedishradio showin
1988)andNotre besoinde consolationestimpossiblea rassasier building on Swedish
poet,writer and playwright Stig Dagerman

BZrangere Maximin hasbeencomposetin-residenceat the studiosof the Electroacoustic
Group of Cuenca Spain, andshehasworkedin the Ukraine, andsheis invited by
Groupe de Recherchesviusicalesin the seasor2005/2006.

In Paris, whereshenow residesshekeepsher own studio,by thenameHome Sweet
Home.

Track 2: BZrangere Maximin : Tant que lesheurespassent(As Long As the HoursGo
By): Adaptedfrom the poeticworks of Vladimir Maeakovski [120000QD05)
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Maximin on Maeakovski:

What| actuallydiscoveredvhenl| readViadimir MasakovskiOgoeticwork
wasfar from what| hadimaginedandfrom what| hadremembereaf
political commentghat precededhy readings.

This blurredcombinationof exultation,eccentricityandfrenzy,in a shape
that reallyspeakgo me, definitely satisfiedmy interestin contrasts.
However,what| mostlyremembers my meetingwith a really tormented
man,one of thosetormentedoeopleyou becomattachedo andwho make
you like them anchdmirethem witha very specialanddeepfeeling

The senseof organpipes,blurry barrelorganpipesb andoubblingmethanehroughwater;
plusinsecthints: entomologyof the audiosE slowly andhypnoticallysliding into a
shamanf}surneyto the Hinterlandsandback, behindthe mountainsandinto the darkness,
smellingthe scentof dark forcesthat hidegood medicindrom the humans.

As the circling shamarride slowsdowninto the midstof Time, eyeslook into a campfire.
In this transcendentadtateof mind - In darknesanddeathb birchwoodbirds singsplinter
wood fire songs.

Thereis somuchpoetryin this soundart. | try to think thoughtsthat fit this dangerous
beautyas| listenandgetlostin my listening. The shamarstill sitsin front of hisfire. |
dreamthoughtsof losslesbeauty A catOsneowanda Saami drumalien birds ofpreyand
pray: strangemarkson myforeheada reboundingspring B and understandhat thisis
Maximum Maximin, riding the forcesright into the Erosof my Earthboundody, stroking
the musclesandtendonsundermy skin, travelingthe electricity of my nervepaths,
illuminating my skull in pulsatingeroticismE Enjoy me, IOmyours,in this music,|Omlost
andfound, leavingandcoming, wakingup intorestlesssleepof purpleemotionsk Ah,
BZrangereE

The Third participantcomesfrom Mexico: Rodrigo Sigal- with thework Friction of
Things in Other Places

He wasbornin the giant, hot,stuffy andpollutedcauldronof massinvasiveMexico City in
1971. Hehasstudiedat City University of London, with Denis Smalley andJavier
Alvarez, bringing him a splendidstartof a careerin sound.l especiallyenjoyJavier
AlvarezO<CD Papalotl (SaydiscCD-SDL 390). Alvarezwasplenty marketedn Sweden
in the 1990sby radioproducerBosseBergqvist, butl havenCieardmuchfrom Alvarez
lately.

Thereis no lackof Sigal audioout there,though.He is representedn no less that0 CDs.

Checkin atwww.rodrigosigal.com

Track 3: Rodrigo Sigat Friction of Things in Other Places[080000@D02)
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Small sounddfluttering aboutin swarmson abackdropof distantnightsky drones;coins
spinningon tablesof hardwoodor marblefloors. The eventsareminiscule,like unseen
nocturnalanimalsrustingaboutin dry leavesbelow castlewindows.

The spinningroundaboutudiofrom initial coinsprovidea sticky, gluey, flycatcher
temptationfor the erraticmotions,the cutup shredshat fly like sootfrom forestfires. Into
this suspens&igal introduceshouncingin-the-barrelwaterevents microphonehanging
from a cordinto the midstof barreldarknes® andvoices,shredf voices,amass
discontentuttight, like compressethnguagechewedand chewed salivaemittedthrough
the palisadeof teeth,skulls grinning throughthe ages:carnivalresemblancesonfusingthe
soul. Paperis wrinkled, muffled within earshot® sonidigersmovingaroundthe periphery,
hungryfor prey.

You loseyourselfin a prolonged extendedand swelling churchbell that neveends;just
oneeternaltoll; a heartbeathroughtime, on thebeat,on thehour,on timeb always.

Diego Garro brings apiececalledSystemfehlet Remindsme of anothettitle; Three
Variations on Kein Fehlerim System by EugeneGomringer B butthat issomething
elseE

Diego Garro is Italian,bornin 1965, anchasgot a BScin ElectronicEngineeringat The
University of Padova He hasstudiedElectroacoustienusicat Keele University, andhe
teacheghere:electroacoustimusic, musictechnologyand computervideoart.

Track 4: Diego Garro: Systemfehler[100170@QD04)

Deigo Garro talksin hisintroductionaboutworking with un-musicalsoundmaterial,like
dull ringing tones harshsonicspurtsandmore.l donQOlike this notion,aboutcertainsounds
beingun-musicalb butl DO NOT wantto getinto a line of reasoningaboutwhat
constitutesmusic:if it indeedis organizedsoundandnothingelseE | just feel that getting
ontoa CD that dealspecificallywith soundart with the notionthat thesoundsusedareun-
musicalandevenhardto use,is very strangeE LetO®verlookthat strangenessf reasoning
now andlisten!

OK, asl beginto listen| getthe hangof it somemoreE but| still think itOgretty stupidD
and not a pieceyou canlistentop morethanonceE Thebeginning isin itself an
introductionto the piece,spokenin over-explicit English,statingexactlywhatkind of
soundsor soundobjectswill be heard:mostly shredsof trashaudiofrom failing hard
drives, short<circuits andthe lot. However,thencomepermutation®f this introduction,by
way of cut-upsandvariousshifts of tempiandpitch andsoforth, like in a text-sound
composition.

That text-soundepisodes short, aghe musicis transformednto shrapneland paper
shredderaudio,which indeedis quite excitingandenjoyable Myriads of short staticstaccati
andfastpassing shredsf soundfly by like residugrom somecatastrophiexplosionin
middle of time and matter:the planetdisintegratecand pulled apartentropyworking its

way throughwhateversitill clingsto somethingelse.

|Oveheardiots of musiclike this manytimesbefore,especiallyfrom independensmall
labelsin the USA, andwhencleverlydoneb likeSystemfehlerreally turns outto be b this
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specialpapershredandsootflake sonority hits homedarnwell. | wastakenabackby
Garro Osntroductoryreasoningput the musicitself getsbetterandbetterthe longer!|
listen! Verypleasanmusicfor scruffy earsand humblyinsanemindsE

: ~§{3?:" . R Kl

TN - —

- N e
S e

ingvarloco nordin:insectphotography

Meri von KleinSmid is the impressivenameof an Americansoundartist andcomposer.
She sayshat shds motivatedby theideathat emotiongnd moodsarebestexpressed
throughart (unlessyou wantto screamandshout,| supposeE)Nonethelesssheseemso
havea humble, direcandvery naturalapproacho soundandsoundart® moresothan
someof the moreintellectualizedntrospectiongou otherwisdind in thesekind of semkt
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biographicalnotes ,which alwaysboremetired. Thereforel amalreadybeforelistening
very favorabletowardsMiss KleinSmid.

Track 5: Meri von KleinSmid: The Observation of Curio No19 [010550@Jo creation
dategiven)

The short eventontainsmodal aswvell aswhite noiseaudio; pitch andhythmaswell as
non-conformingdronestatespercussivaleaningsshiningbells anda light electronicrain.
Thereis only somuchyou cando inless thartwo minutesputVon KleinSmid manageso
fill that short duratiomvith morecool and calm excitementhanmanysophisticated
composerslo in hours!!! Thenagain,Morton Feldman hasstatedthat duratiorhasno
meaningassuch,and he wrote somepiecesthat lastiongerthansix hoursg

Paul Clouvel comedastin therow of composer®n ElektramusicOdirst CD, but he
arrivestwo-fold, with two compositionsand| suppose/ou canGitophim: his the curator
of the projectE

This inventiveandingeniousboy cameontothe planetin Francein 1971. Hehasstudied
orchestraconducting(not submarindron ore conducting) composition,harmonyand
counterpointaswell assoundart andelectroacousticnusicand computermusic
composition.Now if all that studyinghasnOtroughtat leastonereally good workontothis
CD, I0llbe mad.1OlllistenandweOlkee!

Track 6: Paul Clouvel: Canranc [110470@D02:revised)
The matterof-factly backgroundnformationthatClouvel givesmustbe quoted!:

Canranc is an evocationof Canfranc, a bordertrain stationbetween
France andSpain. In 1853Juan Bruil , himself executivalirectorof a bank
in Zaragoza, alreadyhadtheideato install a train connectionthroughthe
central Pyrenees theshortestink betweerMadrid andParis. Over15
yearsexpertswatchedthe weatherbeforethey agreedon the Valley of
Arag—nandCanfranc asthe future site of the bordertrain stationaswell as
the southernendof thetunnel. Technicabbstaclesanddiplomatic
difficulties markedthe developmenbf the constructionproject;the
constructionwasrepeatedlystoppedwhich causeddelays.In 1915 the
tunnel, whichwas7875 metersong, wasfinished.Canfranc became
important,yetin 1970, wheron theFrenchsidethe railway bridgeof
Estanguetcollapsedjt wasthe endof theinternationakail traffic. Today,
on theSpanishside,thereis a train connectiorfrom Zaragozato Canfranc
andbacktwice a day. The Canfranc stationis one of the biggesttrain
stationsin Europe, but closed.It canbe assumedhat theFrenchrail will
restartoperationon theconnectionfrom Pauto Canfranc in 2006

Mighty, isnOit? Reallyenjoyable.l love thosehistoric account3Ve hada Swedishwriter
who wasa true expertat thoseshort, interestingind alwayspeculiarinternationalstories:
Torsten Ehrenmark. He collectedhis twisted observationsvhile working asa foreign
correspondenfior Swedishnewspapers?aul ClouvelOsoteaboveremindsme very much
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of Torsten Ehrenmark; oneof my literary heroes!

The musicstartsin your right ear,if youOr@n phonesa radicalBeatlesstereophonyThis
isnO lastingnuisancebecausehe overloadvery soonspreadgraceall overthe
hemisphereThe soundsareunidentifiable but graduallytakeon achamberorchestralguise,
into which aWild West choochoowhistle introduceghe railway associationNumerous
rhythmsandsoundshenpile up, oneafterthe other,like shadowsastfrom a bygoneeraof
steamtrains,tracksbeatenn breakbeatstunnelsmuffling theroarof heavymotion,
relentlessnertiaof might on themoveE

Therhythmsarrive at a CentralAfrican pygmy percussioranda dreamstatealterationof
phasesvery ingeniousandlistenable Vocalsareintroducedin a backwardsslowing-down
spiral, while railway crossingsignalsaretreatedike Christma<Carolbells!

Gravelis poureddownyour left ear,while the likenessof Chowning FM synthesigun
downyour right ear.

Sometimesn this variedsoundworld you forgetthetrain trauma,but everso oftenyouQOre
remindedby quite naturabr slightly alteredtrain soundssometimeshootinglike
brakemanubileesacrosghe soundspace.

PercussiorevokesRadio Tirana stationcalls out of ancientEnver Hoxha communism.
Nice work! You nameit, we like it!
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Track 7: Paul Clouvel: Speech[070200@D05)

Clouvel brandsthis an electroacoustietude,utilizing spokensentencesut of a text by
artist andplasticianJo‘l FrZmiot with fake musicalsequencea la John Cage Frankly, |
donOknow whatto makeout of that descriptionE

However,the pieceis a cleverandwell executecpieceof text-soundandelectroacoustics,
sliding backandforth betweerthe realmsof musiqueconcrete,contemporarynstrumental
art musicandelectroacousticassuch!Very nice,full of life andunexpectegolts of sound
and modulationsasyouOreastin andout of varyingambiencesYes!

Onthewhole, this CD andbook providea very good investmenfor anyoneinterestedn
contemporanart! Well done!
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